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THE ALDINE. 



THE MINSTER A T ULM. 

The man who looks unmoved upon an edifice con- 
secrated to religion should never pretend to be a 
thinker. He can have no religion himself, or he 
would respect the religion of others ; and he must be 
ignorant of the part it has played in the history of 
mankind, or he would recognize the feeling which 
underlies it, and 
whose needs it 
supplies. Whe- 
ther a religion is 
true, or false, does 
not concern him 
in the temples 
dedicated to its 
worship. What 
concerns him is 
the spirit that 
leads men thither 
to worship. That, 
at least, is true, 
however false the 
religion may be, 
and that hallows 
the temple to the 
thoughtful mind. 
A. light, not born 
of mythology, lin- 
gers around the 
fanes of Greece 
and Rome, now 
that the smoke 
no longer ascends 
from their altars ; 
and a presence 
which is not that 
of its idol is felt 
in the great cave 
of Elephanta. A 
presence to which 
this is a shade, and 
a light to which 
this is darkness, 
surrounds the an- 
cient minsters and 
cathedrals of Eu- 
rope. How mag- 
nificent they arc 
in their massive 
grandeur ! — what 
unselfish devo- 
tion made them 
its monuments ! 
The hearts that 
planned them be- 
came still and cold 
in death; the gen- 
eration that saw 
their foundations 
laid passed away, 
but the building 
went on, year af- 
ter year, in peace 
and in war, in 
summer's heat and 
in winter's cold, 
until, at last, the 
great minster was 
finished, and the 
whole people re- 
joiced. It was a 
sublime labor, and 
it ennobled those 
who performed it. 
One of the finest 
cathedrals in Eu- 
rope is the Min- 
ster at LHm. It 
is not so famous as 
the Cathedral of 
Cologne, or that 

of Strasburg, although it covers a greater area than 
the latter, and is superior, in some respects, to the 
former. It was erected as such edifices should be, 
though but few were at the time, not by the sale of 
papal indulgences, the remission of taxes, or contri- 
butions from other countries, but entirely at the ex- 
pense of the citizens of Ulm, who had the satisfaction 
of seeing it rise before their eyes, though very 
slowly, since more than a hundred vears were spent 
in its construction. It was begun in 1377, and fin- 
ished in 1494. The Tower was left unfinished, owing 



to the giving way of the piers which supported it on 
the side toward the church. Had it been completed, 
as designed, it would have been upwards of five hun- 
dred feet in height, and the finest structure of the 
kind in German)^ Its present height is a trifle over 
three hundred feet — a noble outlook, which com- 
mands a view as far as the Alps in clear weather, and 
includes a large part of Swabia and Bavaria. 




THE MINSTJCR AT ULM. 

There are six doorways Lo the Minster, the chief 
Portal, below the tower, surpassing the rest in 
beauty. It has three pointed arches, set within pil- 
lars, moldings, and niches of statuary. The sculp- 
tures over the four doors, on the northern and south- 
ern sides, are older than the Minster itself, having 
adorned an old church which formerly stood on its 
site. The Porch, on the southern side, is an archi- 
tectural fantasy, consisting of a tree carved in stone, 
the branches being bent and lopped to form the arch. 
The measurements of the Minster may be left to 



those whose business it is to impart information to 
such as need it -^ the large class of traveling Grad- 
grinds, who rush into the holiest places with their 
guide-books in their hands, and an impertinent stare 
on their faces. What the genuine traveler and lover 
of art cares for in these old structures is the effect 
they create, and the associations they leave. These 
are to be found in the solemn exteriors; in the lofty 

nave ; in the dim 
aisles ; in the gor- 
geous painted win- 
dows ; in the pic- 
tures of saints and 
prophets on the 
walls. The nave 
of the Minster at 
Ulm, which is sus- 
tained bjr cluster- 
ed columns of vast 
size, and is flanked 
by double arches 
on slender shafts, 
is miposing from 
its very simplici- 
t)^ It contains a 
number of rich- 
painted windows,' 
executed by Hans 
Wild and Cramer. 
Their forte was 
Scriptural paint- 
ings, of which the 
prominent exam- 
ples here are the 
" Life and Passion 
of Christ," the ge- 
nealogical "Tree 
of Christ,"and the 
" Life of the Vir- 
gin Mary." The 
oaken stalls of the 
choir are adorned 
Avith curious carv- 
ings, by George 
Syrlin, a simple- 
hearted artist of 
Ulm, who adopted 
the costumes of 
his own period. 
Among the wor- 
thies who figure 
in his work are 
the Seven Hea- 
then Sages, not 
forgetting Cicero, 
in a hat of the 
middle ages, and 
the artist himself 
in th6 corner. Be- 
hind these, against 
the wall, are the 
heads of the saints 
and prophets of 
the Old Testa- 
ment ; and above, 
and smaller, apos- 
tles and saints of 
a later era. This 
is on the northern 
side of the choir. 
The southern side 
is set apart for the 
fairer portion of 
creation, the low- 
est row of heads 
representing the 
Seven Sibyls; the 
row above, the fa- 
mous women of 
the Bible, and the 
upper row, other 
holy Avomen and 
virgins. The pulpit is of stone, as is also the Sacra- 
Diejifs-Hatislcin, a fretted Gothic pinnacle of filigree 
work, with statues of St. Sebastian and St. Christo- 
pher, who belong where thc}^ are, as well as the rest 
of the saints, though the Minster of Ulm is now a 
Protestant church. 



A SLAVE has but one master; the ambitious man 
has as many masters as there are persons whose aid 
may contribute to the advancement of his fortune. 

— La Bruyere. 



